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KENT, CT þÄì 02 December 2018 þÄì 

120218LMW02 þÄì The Gifford family 

of Kent was recognized Saturday 

evening for being the first team to 

finish the Kent Land TrustþÄôs 

Exploration Challenge. Parents Amanda 

and Clark Gifford along with their 

children, Myers, Beatrice and Eben, 

were presented with walking sticks as 

a prize and the poster of one of their 

photos in honor of their þÄúmost 

glorious creative photosþÄù submitted. 

Each team had to take selfies on their 

hikes documenting their clues in the 

challenge. Lynn Mellis Worthington 

Republican-American

The Kent Land Trust members and 

area residents gathered Saturday 

evening in the Kent Community House 

to celebrate the holidays and elect the 

board of directors at the groupþÄôs 

annual meeting. Lynn Mellis 

Worthington Republican-American

Clues were scattered on trails for Kent Land Trust 
challenge
BY LYNN MELLIS WORTHINGTON REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

KENT, CT þÄì 02 December 2018 þÄì 120218LMW03 þÄì Nancy and Henry Kissinger were among the Kent Land 

Trust members who gathered Saturday evening in the Kent Community House to celebrate the holidays and attend 

the groupþÄôs annual meeting. Nancy Kissinger was thanked for her efforts as the chairman of the land trustþÄôs 

fall cocktail party fundraiser. Lynn Mellis Worthington Republican-American

KENT – Encouraging area residents to get outside and explore the town’s trails, the Kent 

Land Trust offered the Exploration Challenge from June to Nov. 1.

The goal was to find 18 different clues placed on trails owned 

by the land trust within the town’s borders. There were 10 

teams of people who took the challenge, hiking anywhere 

from three to all 18 hikes.

The land trust celebrated the 

program’s success at its 

holiday party and annual 

meeting in the Kent 

Community House.

Land Manager Mike Benjamin 

and board member Wendy 

Murphy dreamed up the idea 

and wrote the clues to help 

hikers find the markers 

located on the trails. Each 

wooden marker had a word or phrase to highlight the 

reasons why the Kent Land Trust does what it does to 

preserve and protect land within Kent. The participants had to take selfies with the marker in 

the frame. To see the photo gallery of team selfies from the Exploration Challenge, visit 

https://bit.ly/2QcnRzp
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KENT, CT þÄì 02 December 2018 þÄì 

120218LMW05þÄì Rich Barber and Dan 

Schiesel enjoy a laugh together in front 

of the photographs and artwork 

celebrating nature from students at 

Kent School, Kent Center School, 

South Kent School and Marvelwood 

School at the Kent Land TrustþÄôs 

holiday party and annual meeting 

Saturday at the Kent Community 

House. Lynn Mellis Worthington 

Republican-American

KENT, CT þÄì 02 December 2018 þÄì 

120218LMW06þÄì Peter Nichols and 

Betty Ruddy examine the student art 

by Marvelwood School students 

celebrating nature at the Kent Land 

TrustþÄôs holiday party and annual 

meeting Saturday at the Kent 

Community House. The land trust 

invited submissions from students, 

including those at Kent School, Kent 

Center School and South Kent School. 

Lynn Mellis Worthington Republican-

American

The Gifford family of Kent was the first to complete the 

challenge on July 21 and the entire family was at Saturday’s 

party to collect their prizes, which included t-shirts and 

handmade birch walking sticks. The family also won the prize 

for the “most glorious creative photos.”

Amanda Branson, executive director of the Naromi Land 

Trust in Sherman, said it was really her husband, Clark, who 

guided their three children through the challenge. Myers, 

Beatrice and Eben were very enthusiastic about participating.

“They were determined to be 

the first to finish,” Branson 

said.

Land trust Executive Director 

Connie Manes created a 

video of the photo 

submissions from the teams 

and shared it with the land 

trust members and residents 

at the party.

Two other teams, Tarnished 

Gold and Hiking Horgans, 

also received prizes.

First Vice Chairman Michael 

Hallows offered thanks to 

those who assisted the land 

trust with its mission, noting 

that the Southern Gateway 

Preserve was expanded in 2018. New trails were cut on its properties and all of the borders 

were inspected, he said.

He also thanked the organization’s “extremely capable staff for their tireless efforts, 

dedication and enthusiasm.” In addition to Benjamin and Manes, Gwynne Seufert is the 

office manager.

Images of nature were on display throughout the hall, thanks to artwork and photographs 

shared by students at Marvelwood School, Kent School, Kent Center School and South Kent 

School.

It was announced that longtime board member Stephen Vaughn is stepping down but has 

agreed to serve on the board of advisers. The membership voted unanimously to officially 

add Diane Meier to the board of directors and it was noted she has already served six 

months on the board.



Contact Lynn Mellis Worthington at lynnmellw@gmail.com or on Twitter @lynnmellw. 
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